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writing, which continues to this day. Abd-er-Razzdh,
who was ambassador in 1442 from Shdh Rukh of Persia
to the king of Vijayanagar, gives an account of the
splendour of that city ; and the Russian traveller Nikitin
in 14/0 dwells upon the magnificence of the Muhamma-
dan court of Bidar, remarking that the people none the
less were wretched and miserable. Perhaps, however,
the contrast was only that natural between capital and
country, The Muhammadan court at Haidarabdd in
the present day is in striking contrast with the Hindu
villages of that state, bat it can hardly be alleged that the
people are wretched and miserable. The Portuguese
traveller, Barbosa, in the beginning of the sixteenth cen-
tury, gives an account of the kingdom of Gujarat, from
whic'h we may infer that its inhabitants were generally
prosperous and well-dressed, and possessed of funds for
amusement and even luxury. He says the country was
so rich and well supplied as to attract Turks, Mamluks,
Arabs, Persians, Khorassans, and Turkmans, and that
the Moors or Muhammadans of Kambay lived well and
spent much money. He refers to the mediaeval legend
of the father of the king of the day, whose daily food was
asp and basilisk and toad, who in making himself poison-
proof had become so impregnated with poison that if
a fly settled on his hand it swelled and died, and that
wives with whom he but once slept died of his poisonous
proximity. Barbosa describes the fertility of the country,
the roofed and tiled houses of the towns, and their orchards
and gardens, the active trade of Diu, the cloth and silk
manufactures of Kambay, the skill of its artisans in work-
ing in ivory^ silver, and wood, the trade of the western
coast in cocoa and areca nuts, spices, and drugs. This
writer gives an excellent account also of the Malabar
coast and the kingdom of Vijayanagar.
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